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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Reading Village Learning Journey to Guatemala

After looking over the sample itinerary, here are some of the questions people often ask. Once you have decided to join the learning journey, additional information will be provided regarding what to pack, travel documents, etc.

Why do we call it a Learning Journey?

The purpose of the trip is to offer a unique and profound learning experience through intercultural exchange, service, and responsible tourism. As co-travelers we will form our own learning community, sharing our insights and emerging questions with each other along the way.

Is it safe to travel in Guatemala?

Guatemala has a high crime rate. That said, we don’t consider ourselves to be risk takers. Over the years we have brought friends and loved ones with us to Guatemala and we will treat you with the same vigilance and care. We believe people are most at risk when in the capital city and on the highways. We have designed the trip so that we will not be spending any nights in the capital and will minimize highway travel. Our hotels will be located in areas frequented by foreign travelers and in these places petty theft is common. Each morning our group briefing will include cultural protocol and safety tips that are specific to the places we’ll be in that particular day. 

Should I be worried about my health?

There are currently no required vaccinations for travel to Guatemala and we will not be traveling in malarial areas.  Basic precautions with regard to washing hands, drinking bottled water (readily available) and avoiding street vendor food increase the likelihood that you’ll stay healthy. That said you’ll be traveling in a developing country in which things like stomach illness or a sprained ankle can occur. We will be staying in towns where there are pharmacies, doctors and hospital facilities.

What is included in the trip fee?

The trip fee includes the following – airport ground transportation on both ends of the trip, all hotel accommodations (minus incidentals), all breakfasts and lunches, all ground and taxi or boat transportation, scheduled excursions and guides, and pre-trip briefing materials. The trip fee does NOT include the following – air transportation to and from Guatemala City, trip insurance (inexpensive and strongly recommended), or dinners.

How many people are going to be on the trip?

We purposely keep it small and intimate – no more than 12 people will be on this learning journey.

What will the accommodations be like?

Our hotels in Antigua (Casa Ovalle Bed and Breakfast) and Panajachel (Hotel Regis) have great reputations for their beauty, gracious staff, comfort, and cleanliness.  These are places we feel comfortable having our mothers stay in!

What kind of food will we be eating?

Food is inexpensive and yummy in Guatemala. When we are in Antigua and Panajachel just about any kind of food is available (e.g., pizza, vegetarian, Chinese, etc.).  In the rural areas it gets very basic – freshly made tortillas, beans, and rice.  If you ask, we will gladly point you in the direction of our favorite neighborhood bakeries and chocolate shops.  

How will we get around?

We use private van drivers who we know personally and have worked with in the past. They show up on time, drive cautiously and take good care of their vehicles.  

Can I communicate with the folks at home when I am there?

In both Antigua and Panajachel there are lots of internet cafés, some with wireless service.  If your cell phone service does not extend to Guatemala, you can purchase an inexpensive phone and debit card plan for under $50.  Your trip leaders have Guatemalan cell phones and these numbers can be made available to your family members in case of emergency while you are on the trip.

Who is leading the trip?

You’ll have three trip leaders.  Linda Smith is the founder of Reading Village. She holds a Masters degree in Latin American Studies from UCLA and began traveling to Guatemala in 1988. She is passionate about sharing her organization’s work with others. Daniel Guzman is Reading Village’s in-country Program Coordinator. Guatemalan-born, Daniel has worked in the field of education and community transformation for over 25 years. Larry Dressler is a founding board member of Reading Village, a professional facilitator, author on leadership and collaboration, and social entrepreneur. He also knows the best places to get fresh tamales in Panajachel.

What are the payment and cancellation policies?

PAYMENT:
The fee for the trip (excluding airfare) is $1,600 per person, $3,000 for two people if registered before January 1, 2012. Space is available on a first-come-first-serve basis. In order to secure your place on the trip, a 50% deposit is required along with a registration form that can be downloaded from the Learning Journey page on the Reading Village website. The balance is due by February 10, 2012. Checks should be made to Reading Village, 3210 15th St, Boulder, CO 80304. Approximately half of the trip fee is tax deductible as a donation to Reading Village.

CANCELLATION:
100% refund if cancellation occurs 30 days or more prior to scheduled departure, 50% if cancellation occurs less than 30 days before scheduled departure. 

Further questions?

Contact trip coordinator Larry Dressler at 303-506-3127.

